
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
 

OVERVIEW  

 
In this module, we will cover the following topics: 
 
� Welcome 

� Getting Started 

� Online Resources 

� Thinking Like A Screenwriter 

� Dealing With Writer’s Block 

� Support Systems 
 

 
 

WELCOME 

 

Welcome to your Diploma in Screenwriting course. For those of you who may 

be new to screenwriting, you are about to begin a wonderful and exciting 

journey into a writing format that is both new and ancient.  

 

It can be argued that cavemen may have painted the first screenplay on a stone 

wall. Because they did not have a written language at the time, they used 

pictures. Still, the intent and the outcome were the same. Someone had a vision 

of a story in their head and they found a way to share that vision with others. 

This is what you will be doing also as you progress from novice to seasoned 

screenwriter. 

 

The journey will be exciting, but it will also be challenging. With the possible 

exception of playwriting, no other writing format has as many rules, 

prerequisites or restrictions as screenplay writing. Not only will you have to 

learn these rules but also use them in your writing if you want to succeed as a 

screenwriter.  

 

As you progress through each of your lessons, you will be exposed to these 

rules and formatting requirements. They may seem daunting at first; they may 

seem confusing and difficult to implement, but do not be discouraged by this. If 

you apply yourself to your studies, if you do the exercises assigned to you and 
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do them to the best of your ability, you will soon discover that all of this begins 

to make sense.  

 

And when that happens, you will be well on your way to knowing how to craft 

a professional-looking screenplay. 

 

 

PARTICIPATION IS KEY 
 

As you go through your lessons you will be exposed to some new skills that 

you need to learn. If you come across something you do not understand or that 

you need more information on, do not hesitate to ask your personal tutor for 

clarification. That is why they are here, to help and assist you through this 

course.  

 

You have all heard the old saying that there are no stupid questions, and that 

applies here, too. 

 

Your course has been designed to guide you from one concept to the next in an 

easy-to-follow method. The text has been written to be clear and complete.  

 

However, that does not mean you will not have questions along the way. When 

you do, make a note of them and then you can either e-mail it or post it to your 

tutor and they will do their best to answer it. 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 

 

WRITING AREA 
 

One of the most important things you will need to do before you begin your 

actual studies is to set aside a work area for yourself. Depending on your 

circumstances, your work area may be small or it may be spacious. Regardless 

of space, the one thing that it must be is functional.  

 

You will be spending many hours on your writing and your studies, so comfort 

must be a consideration.  

 

But there are other considerations that you need to keep in mind as you decide 

on the best place for you to work. Here are a few tips and suggestions: 

 

 
PRIVACY  

 

When you are studying or working on other writing projects you will need 

privacy.  



Seasoned writers will all tell you that there is a mental ‘zone’ they get into as 

they write.  

 

While in this zone, the story unfolds in their imagination and their fingers type 

almost in a subconscious manner. But this zone is fragile. Constant 

interruptions or outside noise can all but kill this relaxed but focused state of 

writing. 

 

If at all possible, you want to set up your workspace in a quiet part of your 

house or apartment. You do not want to set up your workspace in a room that 

allows a lot of traffic or distractions. If you have a spare bedroom you can use, 

that would be ideal, but any space that allows quiet privacy will work. 

 

But what if you do not have a spare bedroom or private place? Stephen King, 

one of the most prolific writers of our time, wrote his first bestseller, Carrie, in 

what amounted to a hot water heater closet located in the hallway of a 

singlewide trailer. This space was so small he could barely get a tiny table and 

chair inside of it, and yet he made do. 

 

Chances are that, no matter what your circumstances are, there is one area in 

your home that you can claim as your workspace and you must do this. You 

need quiet and you need privacy to do your best work and it is up to you to find 

that space and claim it. 

 

 
LIGHTING 
 

You need light in order to write. This is often overlooked but its importance 

cannot be overstated. If you are trying to write in light that is either too dim or 

too bright, your eyes will tire quickly and your head will begin to hurt. Once 

that happens, you will stop writing or be distracted by the pain.  

 

It is important that you carefully consider the type of light needed for your 

particular workspace and ensure you have it. As each workspace is different, 

we cannot tell you what kind of light you need, other than to say that overall it 

should be mellow enough not to be harsh on your eyes and yet bright enough 

for you to see clearly. 

 

 

CHAIR AND WORK SURFACE 
 

If your budget allows, you should consider buying a comfortable desk chair. 

You will be sitting in this chair for hours on end and you need to be as 

comfortable as possible. The same holds true for your work surface. There are 

many computer desks on the market today that allow the keyboard to be 



presented at a lower level for typing. If at all possible, you should consider 

investing in one of these desks. 
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SCRIPTS 
 

There are dozens of online companies, movie sites and fan sites that offer 

scripts. Some of these sites provide their services free and you can simply 

download the scripts and read them. But beware, some sites do charge. 

 

One good website to read free scripts is www.imsdb.com  
 

This would be a good starting place to see what a completed script looks like. 

 

SOFTWARE  

 

It is not absolutely imperative you buy screenwriting software. For many 

writers screenwriting software is a godsend, for others it is more trouble than it 

is worth. 

 

Before buying any particular screenwriting software, it is best to download a 

demo version first and see if it works for you. Some of these software products 

are fairly complicated to use, whereas others are simpler.  

 

It really all depends on how much time you wish to devote to learning how to 

use the product and how many of its features you will actually need.  

 

Do keep in mind that you can write a professional screenplay using nothing 

more than MS Word, set up in the proper format. Screenplay software takes 

care of these formatting rules for you but that does not mean you cannot do it 

yourself in Word or another word processing program. 
 
 

EXERCISE 1.2 

 
� Go online and search for websites that offer reading scripts. 
 
� Make a log of these sites for future use. 
 
� Go online and search for screenwriting software. 
 
� Visit the screenwriting sites and download demo versions of software you 

feel may be helpful to your writing. 
 



Keep in mind that is better to try the demo versions first. Then if you choose to 
buy the software your chances of being disappointed will be diminished. 
 

 
 

The rules of formatting scripts and specialized software that can be used are 

covered in depth in Module 11 of this course and essential resources for 

screenwriters are the subject of Module 14.  
 
 

 

 

 

That’s it, Folks 
 

If you want to see the rest of the module, you’ll have to enroll! 

 

Here’s what else we cover in this module: 

 

- Thinking like a screen writer 

- Online Resources 

- Dealing with Writers Block 

- Support Systems 

 


